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performance before the Queen on February 5,
1600. Little wonder then that Chambers1 Is
inclined to believe that Derby wrote his plays
for the use of the company of adults bearing his
name. ]f that were so, one can see no reason,
beyond the mere gratification of a whim, why
he should have gone to the trouble to revive
the Paul's boys.
There is not a shred of evidence which, even
by the most ingenious twisting, could be taken
to imply that any play of Derby's was ever acted
at Paul's. True., there are three anonymously
issued Paul's plays, Tb$ Wisdom of Dr Dodypo//t
The Maid's Metamorphosis^ and Hisiriomasfix^ each
distinctive in style, and all of which must have
been produced within a few months of the re-
opening of the house; and it is equally true that
the paternity of the three has ever since gone
a-begging; but it may safely be assumed that no
scholar of repute will ever attempt to father one
of them on Derby. If Oxford's only rival as a
playwriting dilettante really financed the new
Paul's organisation with the view of having his
plays submitted to a select audience^ we should
expect to find some trace of the acting of a play
of his by the Paul's boys shortly after the re-
1 Tfa 'Elizabethan Stage> it, 127.